6o             THE NEW INDIAN READER.

expenses of the voyage. Thiee small vessels
were equipped with ninety men, and with provi-
sions for one year. Columbus took the command,
and sailed from Spain on the 3rd of August, 1492.

6.    He first held his course southward, and
touched at the Canary Islands. Thence he steered
straight towards the west.   After a few weeks, his
men became alarmed;  they  feared  that   they
should never again behold their native country,
nor any land whatever, but should perish in the
trackless sea.

7.    Columbus  did his  utmost to  encourage
them.    He promised to turn back if land were not
discovered within three days.    On the evening of
the last day, he looked from the deck of his vessel,
and beheld a light gleaming over the sea.    He
knew that this light must be on land.    In the
morning (of 12th October, 1492) an island was
seen, to which Columbus gave the name of St.
Salvador.

8.    This is one of the Bahama Islands.    The
natives thronged to the shore, and gazed with
wonder at the three ships.    Perhaps they mis-
took them for living monsters, and thought that
their white sails were wings.

9 Columbus clothed himself magnificently,
and landed with a drawn sword in his hand. His
first act was to kneel down and kiss the shore.
He then erected a cross and declared the island to
be the property of Queen Isabella, He next visit-
ed other islands, and returned to Spain, giving an
account of the wonderful things he had seen. He